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AUSTRALIAN CRIME COMMISSION 

31. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:  
Will the minister advise the House about the outcome of last week’s meeting of police ministers in Sydney on 
the creation of the Australian Crime Commission?  
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for her question and for her considerable interest in law enforcement matters, particularly 
national law enforcement matters.  I also thank her for her advice and support since the federal Government put 
its proposition on the table.  I am pleased to announce that an agreement has been reached between the 
Commonwealth and the States regarding the creation of the new Australian Crime Commission.  Members are 
aware that it replaces not only the National Crime Authority, but also the Australian Bureau of Criminal 
Intelligence and the Office of Strategic Crime Assessments.  Members may also be aware that the ACC will 
provide an enhanced law enforcement capacity.  It will have an improved criminal intelligence capacity through 
the collection and analysis of data.  It will set clear national criminal intelligence priorities and conduct 
investigations of national significance, including the conduct and coordination of investigative and intelligence 
task forces.  Importantly, a key point for the States is that the ACC will have an in-house standing investigative 
capacity.   
The Commonwealth will provide most of the funding.  The same arrangements that currently apply for the NCA 
and the ABCI will apply.  However, State and Territory police forces will be responsible for funding the salaries 
and salary-related costs for staff who are seconded to investigations.  We have achieved an enhancement of 
national law enforcement capability in a way that fairly distributes the cost.  I am confident that this agreement 
will benefit Western Australia.  We have received a commitment from the federal Government that the regional 
office of the NCA, although it will be replaced by the ACC, will be kept at least at the current level, which is a 
great achievement.  I commend all of the people involved for their hard work in achieving this outcome.  Again, 
I commend the member for Girrawheen for her excellent commentary and advice to me during the process over 
recent months.  
 


